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The Constitution and the Union of the State?
They mast be Presrrvcd.

RALEIGH :

SATURDAY, Iff AY 10, 1S51.

DISTRICT CONVENTION.
We published, in our last paper, the proceedings

of a Democratic meeting in Johnston County, held

in Siiiithfield on the 30th ult., with the names of the
delegates appointed to represent that County in a

District Convention, which is proposed to be held in

Xahville on the 5th of June next, to nominate some
suitable person to represent this district in the next
Congress.

We have been informed that it is in contemplation
to hold similar meetings in other Counties; and we
would respectfully call the attention of the citizens
of this bounty to a notice calling a County Convent-

ion to be held in this City on Monday of our next
County Court, and remind them of the importance
of taking early action in the matter, so that every
Captain's district may be represented.

We hope that the District Convention will be
fully attended, by " good men and true, " honestly
and truly representing the wishes of the different
Counties of the district, and that they may nominate
a whole-soule- d Democrat, who will be acceptable to
the party and receive their undivided support.

We fear that without a Convention, we may have
more than one Democrat in the field, a circumstance
always calculated to destnrb the harmony of the par-

ty, and which may result in the defeat of the cause.
The County Courts, held in the different Counties

of the District during the present month, will afford

a convenient opportunity for holding County Con-

ventions, and we hope our friends will give the mat-

ter the attention which it deserves and govern them-

selves accaM&pgly.

Gen. Saunoers and the Wilmington Journal.
"We are authorised and requested by Gen. Saunders
tn Mr that nnnn his return to the Citv. he had

i

placed in his hands by a friend the Commercial of
May 1st, containing an extract tram an Editorial of
the Journal in which reference is had to him ; and
whilst he feels no surprise at the gratification mani-

fested by the Editor of the Commercial in copy-

ing the t rticle as evincing " tie recreancy of a prin-

cipal Democratic Leader to the interests of his native
State, " he does feel surprised that an article so illib-

eral and unjust should have emanated from a demo

cratic paper of the character of the Journal. It may

be, the political standing of Gen. S. has given birth
to the article. However, that may be, be authorises
us to say he uttered no such sentiments as that ascribed
to him by the Journal, nor did he say anything in his
address to the people of Petersburg, which he should

not be quite willing to have reported into the Journal

if correctly reported as he is well satisfied he said

nothing which any native of the State might not with

propriety endorse. That he expects shortly to have

the opportunity of repeating in substance what he
.did say, and of vindicating himself and others against
.the vindictive and illiberal attack of the Journal. He

begs us, in the meantime to assure the Editors of that
paper, whoever may have been their informant, as to

what he may have said or done in 1834-- '5 in regard
to Mr. Memmenger and the Charleston and Cincin-

nati Rail Road, they have been most grossly misled.
That Gen. S. was then Attorney General of the State,
that he neither " introduced Mr. Memmemger to the
floor of the assembly, nor urged the passage of the
measure," in any form or shape, and the Editors
must have been most willingly credulous to have
suffered themselves thus to have been imposed upon.

Had the Editors turned to the records of 1838, they
aight have found a true report of Gen. S.'s views in

regard to the improvement of the State by a Rail
Road from Fayctteville to the Yadkin, and of Wil-

mington as a port, whieh met at the time with the

incurrence of a distinguished Democratic friend of

lat town ; and to the memorial then presented to the

eneral Assembly, he begs to refer the Journal, if
clioed to learn his real feelings and sentiments.

Rusgold Guards. Thisspirited Volunteer Corps
lex the command of CapL John Stuart, was out
taJI strength, on Saturday last, to contend in mark-shi- p

for the prize of a silver goblet. The best
e shot less than a half inch was made by J.

i and the best average by J. S. Walton, who

. ie prize upon this as upon' two previous occas-M- r.

John Kwiatkowski made the second best
hot. The cup was presented, in a few brief

t by Seaton Gales, Esq.
.i

' rectors of the N. C. Railroad Company we

je been notified to meet in this City, on the
- " May. By that time, we presume, the sur-e-v

will be completed and the reports in regard to
location and estimates prepared.

The Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of the
Company will be held in Greensborough on the sec-
ond Thursday in July next.

"WHO IS GOVERNOR?"
Quibbles must be scarce when the inventive
of a rabid partizan Editor can find nothing more

plausible than the article which appeared in the last
Register under this head.

If the Register wishes to know who the Governor
of North Carolina is, he may ascertain by looking at
the election returns of August last, or he can go up
to the Capitol, and he will find his Excellency Da-va- id

S. Reid at his post, promptly and energetically
discharging the duties of the high office to which the
people of North Carolina have called him.

We doubt not that, if the Governor had accompan-
ied the Literary Board down to the Swamp Lands,
which they are visiting for the purpose of determin-
ing the practicability and expediency of certain con-

templated improvements, the Register would have
found fault with him, and have wondered how he
could go away and leave the business of the State,
which required his presence at the Capital.

If the Editor of the Register is displeased with
the appointment of the Editor of the Standard one of
the Literary Board, we would remind him that the
late Editor of the Register held that office for a con-

siderable length of time, and though " times is not
as they used to was, " still what is sauce for the
goose should be sauce for the gander.

We have told the Register who is Governor, we
will now tell him who is not: Neither the Editor of
the Standard, the late Whig candidate for that office, j

nor the Editor of the Register, and never will be.
When we see such puny efforts made to defame j

" suck a man as David S. Reid, " we are reminded j

of a hound yelping on the track of a lion, Cp,oP
vipers, ye bite a file!

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.
In case there is no election by the people, says the

Detroit Free Press, the election goes to the House of
Representatives. In that body, each State gives one
vote to the candidate upon whom a majority of the
members agree. Elections have been held in the fol- - '

lowing States, which we assign lo the party having
a majority of the members :

Whig. Democrat.
Vermont, Maine,
Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Missouri, New Jersey,
Florida, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Illinois,
Michigan 6. Iowa,

Wisconsin,
South Carolina 8.

Of the number, New Hampshire, New York, and
Rhode Island are balanced. Of the remaining 14

States, the Whigs had, in the last Congress, majori-

ties in only two States, the Democrats in 9, and two
were equally divided. Of these the Whigs may gain
n ni:r.: i m i a . :

all. Leaving out the States already tied, 1C States
will be necessary to effect an election. It will there-

fore be seen that the only chance for the Whigs to

elect a President, is to secure a majority of the votes

at the Presidential election.

Law and Mechanics. The Bar has long been
of of yesterday, it that some por-- jcrowded with every degree j

- - iM, , un of have We
mu Su.....a.u. r,v e
the hill of fame, and to imagine one's self standing j

on its summit, admired, and envied by the gazers.....hW. Hnwfew.eomnaratve v. reaize their dreams,
Years pass on, without adding reputation or practice
to one half of the Bar, who, in despite of manifest

failure, from incompetency on their part, or from ad-

verse causes, still persist in the vain contest. Hap-

pily, another and more judicious direction is about
to be given to the public mind on this subject. The
New York Mirror well remarks :

"The Bar is no longer the resort of the ambitious
youths of our country. The mechanic departments
are beinc preferred : there are now thirty young gen
tleinen in this city, that have received uoerai educa-
tions, who are serving their "times," as shipwrights,
architects, carpenters, &c. In a few years, the Uni
ted States will have the most accomplished mechan-
ics in the A new class is springing up, who
will put the present race of mechanics in the shade.
The union of a substantial education with mechanical
skill, will effect this. Indeed, already we could name
some mechanics, who are excellent mathematicians,
acquainted with French and German, and able to
study the books in those languages connected with
their vocations. Heretofore, fond fathers were wont
to educate their sons as doctors or lawyers, to
their respectability and success. That day is pass
ed. Mechanics will now take the lead, and in a few
years will supply the large portion of the State and
federal uovernmeni.

Mail Contracts. The Goldsborough
. . r : .1 :i c .1can says, the contract ior carrying me man ior me

next four years, between Goldsboro' and Newbern,

has been assigned to E. Colbert, Esq, of the latter
place, to be carried tri-wee- ; from Goldsborough
to Raleigh, and from Raleigh to Greensborough, to

Messrs. McLean & Springs of the latter place, tri-

weekly; from Rocky Mount to Raleigh, to the same

gentlemen, to be carried daily ; from Warsaw to Fay- -

ettevilJe, to Mr. Shepherd, of Georgia, daily ; and
from to Fayetteville to Mr. McKinnon, of
the latter place, ly. The Northern mail for

Raleigh and the West, now carried by the Raleigh
and Gaston Road, will be carried hereafter to Rocky
Mount by the Wilmington Railroad, and thence by
stages ; The Northern Mail for Fayetteville will be
sent by way of Warsaw.

Sleeping after Dinner. Dr. Combe, high au-

thority on all matters of hygiene, says :

Sleeping after dinner is a bad practice. On awak-
ing from such indulgence, there is generally some de-

gree of febrile excitement, in consequence of the latter
stages of digestion being hurried on ; it is only use-
ful in old people, and in some cases of disease.
Sleep becomes wholesome only to the healthy when
taken at those hours pointed out by nature ; an excess
of it produces lassitude and corpulency, and
debases and stopifies the mind. Corpulent people
should sleep little and upon hard beds, while they
shoula take abundance of exercise and live abstemi-
ously, that their unhealthy bulk may be redueed.

The Lind Concerts in New York commence at
Castle Garden next Wednesday evening. Only one

other is advertised as yet, to take place the succeed-in- g

evening. The price of tickets has been fixed at
three and two dollars, and une dollar. The Post is
assured that the number of Jenny Lind's concerts in

that city will be limited, in consequence of her en-

gagements to ting at the World's Fain The choice
of seats will be auctioned as usual.

THE CUBAN EXPEDITION.
The government at Washington, it is said, is daily

receiving intelligence of movements, in different parts

of the South, which, it is supposed, are connected

with the Cuban invasion plot, although nothing defi-

nite is known. The collector of Savannah acted up-

on his own responsibility; that is, without being par-

ticularly instructed by the department, in chartering

the steamboat which went in pursuit of a supposed
cargo of patriots. The "Taney" revenue cutter was
ordered to Savannah some days ago.

The Columbus (Geo.) Register, of Tuesday last

says :

" It is now certain that an expedition of some kind,
is on foot, and that men and boys are collecting from
different parts of the State for a millitary trampoose
somewhere! For what purpose they are gathering,
or to what place they intend ultimately to go, has
not been as yet postively revealed. The general
impression is that they are bound for the Island of
Cuba, in order to revolutionize that place and teach
the inhabitants the blessings of liberty and equality."

The Savannah papers bring extended accounts of
the Cuban movement in that State. A spy employed
by the Spanish Consul, who had been with the

for two weeks, being part of the time de-

tained as a prisoner, his mission having been dis-

covered, has returned to Savannah. The News gives
the following as a portion of his statement :

" The company from which the young man escaped,
were on their way to Burnt Fort, on the Saltilla riv-

er, which is to be the principal rendezvous of the ex-

peditionists, and where they expected some 1,500

aspirants, calibre which render probable

i. the Cuban invaders actually sailed.

world.

insure

Republi- -

Raleigh

utterly

Georgians would be concentrated.
" It was understood that two vessels, with provi

sions and arms, were waiting for them at the month
cf the river, and would convey them to the general
rendezvous of the expedition, which is one of the
coast islands in the neighborhood of Key West, and
where it was understood a large iorce numoering
some ten to fifteen thousand men, would be concen-
trated. .

" Passengers in the St. Matthews state that bodies
of men were coming into the camps on the Saltilla
and St. Johns fro every quarter, and that it was
rumored that a considerable force had already arrived,
in Ln t - tvoitim o olao m n w ts Ironcnnrf thorn tfi thoWIHI vcic nailing a oiramci j iiuuouui ' w

rendeZV0US. Th' steamer expected is doubtless the
same that has been captured by the Government at
New ork. This capture may prove a serious oh--

stacle to the expedition, as it will cause considerable
delay."

The Macon Messenger, of Wednesday last says :

" One wing of the Cuban expedition, about four
hundred strong, was expected to sail from Doboy or
Sapelo on yesterday afternoon. It was rumored that
they expect to be joined by a force of three hundred
men near the mouth of the St. Johns. This is all
mere rumor. We have Ujon undoubted authority,
however, that about two hundred and fifty men left
the twenty mile station on Friday last, for parts un-

known."
A despatch from Savannah to the Charleston Cou-

rier, dated on the 1st inst. says :

"The steamer Welaka returned from her searching
expedition this morning. She brings no especial in-

formation as to the reported movements of the self-stvle-d

Cuban " Liberators," A few men were con- -

orecrated near Jacksonville, but no arms or munitions
ot war were discovered and consequently mere-

couldml

be no charge against them of being engaged in an un-

lawful enterprize. It is reported this morning that
there are parties moving towards r londa, but we
have no information as to their numbers."

" Ion," writing from Washington city under date
May 4, says:

" Advices, public and private, were received here

may have some account of the Tact
jt appears, from accounts just received, that theex- -

pedients of the invadeis areas wild as their pro- -
j ah .i . .i r. : u

jeci is uespenue. ah .ii wj uc aUc
to land two thousand troops, which they think they
can do, if not intercepted by the navy of tha United
States, and, then, the whole Creole population will,
as they say, rally in support of their revolutionary
standard.

The Spanish army, if not already corrupted, is to
be immediately brought, by promise of booty, and of
revenge against their arbitrary officers, into the sup-
port of the revolutionary movement. Let us, they
say, strike one Olow snow one victory anu we
shall rally around our standard nine-tent- hs of the Cu
ban population, and of the Spanish army ; and, then,
nothing can prevent a vast influx of American volun-

teers from every part of the United States, to whom
fighting is familiar, and agreeable, and with whom
love of gain is a predominant passion.

Nothing of this kind can be deemed wonderful un-

der present circumstances. When such things begin,
it is not easy to torsee their end.

The Paris Correspondent of the Journal says of

France :

" Our political horizon does not brighten. A very
knowing director of the Bank of France, told me on
Monday, that the bankers and merchants generally are
reefing fast and close, apprehensive of squalls ; the
stocks have declined two per cent. The President
has conceded to his adversaries as much as they could
claim ; and surely he had a right to insist in naming
two or three of his own friends for a cabinet of nine
ministers. Red Republicans and Socialists threaten
insurrection in case of any direct violation of the pre-

scriptions of the Constitution touching revision. A
Republican orator answered, " we care little about
any, repeal or modification of the electorial law ; uni-

versal suffrage is the universal right, and the people
will exercise it in due season." Three rounds of
hurrahs from the Mountain. This kind of manifes-
tation was caught by the Parisans from the Congress
of the Peace Society. At the masked balls of last
month, the crowning or concluding grand galloppe al-wa- ys

ended with a succession of hurrah a la Jmeri-cai'n- e.

The Executive and the Police arc well pre-

pared against a surprise like that of the Revolution
of February."

For the North Carolina Standard.

Mr. Editor. We were much surprised on calling
at the Depot last week to find in the ware-hou- se

some eight or ten waggon loads of Goods, which
had been received by the Raleigh and Gaston Rail
Road, and directed to Wilkes and Surry Counties.
We supposed this some mistake, but from the direc-

tion, which was Mount Airy, via. Raleigh. Here
then are goods intended for places 125 or 150 miles
west of this, and to be transported from this by wag-

gons, at a cost of at least $3 the hundred, which
will be, when they reach their destination, from
three to three dollars and a half per hundred. And
we have men amongst us calling themselves friends
of the State, crying out against Rail Roads. Give
us the Fayetteville Plank Road, the Central Road,
the much abused Raleigh and Gaston Road, sooner
than this state of things shall longer continue,

PHILO BAIL ROADS.

For the North Carolina Standard.

Ms. Editor: In your last paper there is an account
of a Convention in the County of Johnston, whieh
was held in April. That Convention has sent twen-

ty delegates to a District Convention in Nashville, on
the 5th of June, to nominate a candidate for Congress
in this District. A call has been made in your paper,
for a Convention in this County on Monday of our
County Court. I hope it will be fully attended and
a strong delegation seat to Nashville on the 5th of
June. A CITIZEN.

THE FEDERAL PARTY.
The following extract, which forms the opening

paragraph of an article upon New York Finances,

in the Democratic Review for this month, is so point-

ed, and withal so true, that we commend it to the at-

tention of our readers of both parties. It tells the
story as it should be told, nothing extenuating, nor

setting down aught in malice :

" The course of the Federal party in this country
has ever been one of encroachment upon popular
rights. It has sought continually and unceasingly,
to organize and consolidate a power which should
draw into the hands of the aristocratic few the wealth
and honors of the country. Chartered privileges,
protection to manufacturing capital, amalgamation of
the money power with the Government treasuries;
the creation of a numerous army of Government
creditors, the subsidizing of vast numbers of con-

tractors, jobbers, and office holders, with the money
obtained for Government stocks, and the propitiation
of large landed interests, by the construction of pub-

lic works in their neighborhood, and all measures
tending to these results identify the old Federalists,
no matter under what name they may be known tor
the time being. And it has been the custom of the
party to change its name when it becomes odious
through the explosion of some temporarily success-
ful fraud. It has also been the case that that party,
being a minority, has never obtained municipal, State,
or federal power, except through dissension adroitly
introduced into the ranks of the people at large, who
compose the Democratic party. The great mass of
the people who create the wealth of the country, pre-

sent usually a passive resistance to the small aristo-
cratic party which is continually seeking to obtain,
through specious laws, an inordinate share of wealth
originating in popular. industry. Whenever the peo-
ple can be thrown off their guard and divided, this
plundering party seizes power, plunges the State in
debt, squanders the proceeds among its adherents
with a lavish hand, making the most of the short
time that intervenes before the ed people hurl
them from power, covered with odium, but surfeited
with flesh-pot- s. A period of shattered credit and
public hishonor, to be repaired by individual frugali-
ty and direct taxation, always marks the retirement
of Federalism from power. The financial history of
the State of New York is peculiarly illustrative of the
truth of these remarks ; and the last message of Gov-

ernor Hunt affords a rare specimen of the unblush-
ing effrontery with which, while the obligations of a
recently enacted constitution are acknowledged,
means, of evading it are deliberately suggested.
While these suggestions do little credit to his genius,
they utterly destroy any character as an honest exec-
utive officer that he might have otherwise have

Gaming. The following passage from the charge
of Judge Nicholas to the Grand Jury of the city of
Richmond and Henrico County, Virginia, at the late
term, has reference to a vice, the destructive tenden-

cies of which are rot overstated in the strong and
pointed language of the Judge:

" The first of these which 1 shall mention, are the
various laws made to prevent unlawful gaming. Ot
the destructive and demoralizing effects of this vice,
every person of observation and experience must be
convinced. Its tendency is to destroy all habits of
regular industry itadds to the impoverishment of in-

dividuals and families produces habits of dissipation,
and ends in the ruin of its votaries, who might oth-

erwise have hecome useful citizens. To the youth of
our country, it is particularly pernicious. At a period
of life when the temperament is ardent, the mind un-

suspicious, and the character not formed, the seduc-
tive love of play, imperceptibly, but not less surely,
leads to the destruction of many a young man of
bright prospects, the hope, and perhaps the stay of
his family. It is by the influence of this baneful pas-
sion on this class that society is wounded in its most
vital interests. I feel it my duty to recommend to you
not only to enquire, but, in the emphatic language of
your oath, diligently to enquire, whether gaming be
not carried on within the limits of your jurisdition, in
a systematic and organized manner, and to an alarm-
ing extent 1 and if so, to apply the proper correc-
tive."

The Mirror draws the following deplorable picture
of New York : " Our city is infested by a gang ot
cowardly fellows, who have no regular occupation,
and no income ; and yet who manage to live like
fighting cocks, by preying on the fears of the com-

munity. They are a sort of organized banditti, of
whom the Police, the Court and the Jury stand in
fear. They are composed of bullies, blacklegs, Tombs
lawyers, the latter being the most contemptible of
the gang. The father of the young man lately arrest-
ed through the perjury of these scoundrels, an indus-

trious printer, has been bled, we hear, to the amount
of $2500. He owes it to himself and to society to
prosecute the conspirators."

The Weather and the Crops. We have been
for several days under the influence of cold, disagree-
able weather, and accounts from all parts of the coun-
try tell the same story. The weather has been very
unpropitious for the crops over a wide region. We
have telegraphic accounts from Tennessee of frosts
there night before last. The Georgia papers last re-

ceived say that there were r.old rains there early last
week, and similar accounts reach us from Alabama.
The Haynesville Chronicle (Lowndes county, Ala.)
says that since the 7th the heavy rains have been do-

ing much injury in that region. On the nights of the
8th and 15th there were slight frosts followed by
north winds, doing as much injury as a killing frost.
The young cotton, it was understood, was dying, and
it was apprehended a good stand was out of the ques-
tion. The seed 'hat had not come up, in consequence
of the packing of the earth from the rains, would, it
was feared, rot in the ground.

We are fearful that we shall receive bad accounts
of the effects of the recent cold snap from the upper
parts of our own State, from Mississippi and from
Arkansas. N. 0. Picayune, 24th ult.

Fare Between Paris and London. We fancy
the cities far apart, seperated by the broad Channel ;

but the present fare of travel between them, will
make them seem near enough to speak the same lan-

guage, at least.
"Travelling in France, like everything else there,

has been reduced to a science. Companies are now
formed at Paris which convey passengers to London
and back at an expense of only thirty francs about
six dollars. They will pay all your expenses for
this sum, and give you four days in London toseeail
the lions. It took more money a few years ago, to
journey from Paris to Rouen, which is only a few
miles off. These pleasure trains, as they are called,
quit Paris on Sunday, reaching London in the after-
noon, give the voyagers Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday in the pity, leaving in time to get
back to Paris by Friday night.1

The Turkish Dress. Quite an excitement was
produced at the steamboat landing day before yesterv
day, at the appearance of a Couple of ladies with the
short Turkish dress. They were traveling in compa-
ny with gentlemen, and were evidently peop'e of
cultivation. A revolution in female costume is un-

doubtedly in preparation. There can be nothing
more ungraceful than the long, draggling dresses
which sweep the streets and steps wherever ladies
move. As a matter of personal comfort,' the Turkish
dress must be most agreeable, in addition to its beau ty .

utwego journal.

Terrible Earthquake in Turkey. Great Dea
trvction of Life and Property. Accounts from Malta
announce a succession ot terrible earthquakes which
have been felt at Makn, a city of Adolia, Turkey, on
the Mediterranean, and at the far-fam- ed city and island
of Rhodes, which is situated fifty miles out from
Makri and the Turkish coast. Rhodes is nearly in
the same latitude as New York, and is distant from
her six thousand miles. Its population is 25,000. The
English mail steamers connecting with the overlanJ
route to China, pass near Rhodes. The first shock
was felt on the 28th of February, between hve and a
half past five p. m., when at Rhodes the upper part of
the castle, which is at the entrance of the town, fell
with an awful crash, overflowing the offices of the
Austrian Lloyd's Steam Navigation Company, whilst
the tower of Arays-Kui- e, which commands the en-

trance of the harbor, and seveaal other parts of the for-

tifications st stained great injury, as did likewise many
dwelling houses, some of which were shaken to their
very foundations on the rock ; others cracked through-
out. The oscillations were fromtwest to east. Mrs.
B., the lady of a foreign vice consul, was so alarmed,
that she rushed, with an infant in her arms, from her:
dwelling into the sea, made her way to a boat, whilst
another daughter, who attempted to follow the moth-
er, got burried in the ruins, but from which, through
the humane exertions of the neighbors, was happily
extricated, and, marvellous to relate, with no other
injury than bruises. Slighter shocks succeeded al-

most daily up to the 7th March.
At Makri, on the main land, and its immediate

neighborhood the consequences have been most dis-

astrous and heart-rendin- g. The whole of the houses,
dwellings and stores lately erected in the town have
been levelled to the gronnd ; fissures have been form-
ed in the very streets, from which bituminous vapors
exude continually, almost suffocating the inhabitants ;
many springs have dried up, whilst in arid localities
new ones have gushed out, changing the whole feat-

ure of the earth's surface.
The town of Levissy, which contained 1500 hous-

es, has not one left standing, and no less than six
hundred human beings are reckoned to be under the
ruins, which number would have been awfully aug-
mented, had the shock been after night-fal- l, when the
inhabitants retire to their homes, after the labors of
the day. The Chiorge has nearly met with thesame
fate, the upper part of a huge mountain having fallen
into, and blocked up, the small port of Eksenide,
overwhelming the dwellings round about its base,
Another village, more inland, has been buried from
the fall, in opposite directions, of two hills, between
which it was situated.

The survivors of Makri, alarmed by the repeated
shocks which were still occurring for rive days after,
though of a much slighter nature, had fled for safety
on board small craft and fishing boats, carrying with
them what property they could, from time to lime,
dig out from beneath the ruins of storehouses, most of
which has been removed to Simi, Rhodes and other
islands.

At Samsoon, a Turkish port of some note on the
Black Sea, 200 miles this side of Trebizond, a smart
shock was felt on the 25th of February, but it caused
no damage. Our readers will remember that the fa-

mous Colossus of Rhodes, which in its day was reck-
oned one of the seven wonders of the world, was
thrown down by an earthquake 234 years before
Christ, and 56 years after its erection, being the enor-
mous weight of 713,000 lbs, To some such event is,
no doubt, also attributable the extensive magnificent
ruins of many cities which exist in Lycia and the
valley of thp Xanthus of which Makri is the port,
and from which the British Museum imported the in-

teresting works of art which adorn its saloons, dis-
covered, or more properly speaking, recovered, by
Mr. Fellowes, some ten years ago.

Since the foregoing was in type, we have sepn let-
ters from Trebizond, another city of Asiatic Turkey
(the ancient Trapesus,) down to the 5th of March,
which make mention of two smart shocks of earth-quak- e

having been experipeccd thereat. Stove pipes
got detached from the walls of the houses, doors flew
open and many old tenements thteatened to fall
about the ears of the inmates, but no accident of con-
sequence occurred. Earthquakes are of very rare oc-

currence at this seaport. Trebizond is on the IJIack '

Sea, 600 miles east of Constantinople. j

Convention Meeting in Morganton. On Wed--j

nesday, of last week, it being Burke Court week, a
meeting was held in Morganton, to agitate the sub-- !
ject of a State Convention. We were not present ; j

but we fortunately learned some of the particulars, j

Todd K. Caldwell explained the object of the meet-
ing, which was addressed by Messrs. Wood fin, Wal-
ton, Flemming, Erwin, and Gen. Bynum, all advo-
cating the proposed convention.

A string of resolutions was passed recommending
a Convention to be held in Morganton shortly, to
adopt measures to promote the object in view. One
of these resolutions, we learn, proposes a new party,
to be called the ' Reform Republican party," and yet
we were informed by one of the participants, for
whom we have a high regard, that men are not ex-

pected to withdraw their allegiance, from the parties
to which they may belong; that the movement is not
intended to effect national politics; hut that the mem-
bers of all parties, still preserving their political in-

tegrity, are invited to unite, and support and unres-
tricted State Convention, until the measure is accom-
plished.

If we thought it possible to form such a party, and
keep it from becoming subordinate to Federalism,
we should not object ; hut as the federalists always
contrive, one way or another, to draw into their sup-
port all sorts of partially organized isms, we advise
honest republicans to be extemely cautious how they
give countenance to this movement, lest they uncon-
sciously become the tools of the most unscrupulous
federal demagogues.

We believe that Messrs. Erwin, Bynum. and per-
haps other honest whigs, are influenced by patriotic
considerations; but the prominent part taken by Todd
R.Caldwell, Wood fin, Flemming, &c, is enough to
excite suspicions. It is believed that Caldwell would
engage in nothing from which he did not hope lo de-
rive advantage, either to himself or his party; that
Mr. Wood fin, though an estimable gentleman person-
ally, is a far seeing federalists, who will do all he
can to strengthen his party, and weaken his oppo-
nents; and that Mr. Flemming is willing, at any
time, to sacrifice Democratic principles to his own
ambition. His course in the late Legislature proves
this.

We therefore caution Democrats to beware of this
movement. By misguided action now. they may de-

feat the popular reform measures so well commenced.
Let us wait, and see if this great cry of a " State
Convcnticn" is not intended to recruit the broken
down federal party ; and when we find that it is not,
then it will be time enough to give it our support.
We are in favor of every republican reform measure
that has been proposed ; and for this reason chiefly,
we advocate the complete triumph of the Democratic
party, which is the only party that ever will accom-
plish such reforms as the peopje desire. L. Hip.

Important prom Mexico. The N. Orleans Pica-
yune says that several large and influential parlies in
Mezico are plotting for a change in the government.
One party wishes to join Mexico once more to Spain,
and counts upon Spanish troops and authorities in
Cuba for assistance. Another party, that of the
manufacturing interests, is trying quietly and slowly
to get up a feeling in favor of the return of Santa
Anna to power. There is still another party, and
but a feeble one, in favor of immediate annexation to
the United Stntes,

Prof. Webster's Family, ln the bsrqoe Io.
which sailed from Boston for Fayal fast week, went
pasengers Mrs, Hi Webster, Miss Catharine Web-
ster, and M . S. W, Dabaey apd wife, Mist
Webster.) - 't fernse tm i

LATE FROM CALIFORNIA.
New Orleans, May 2. The steamsr Alabama has

arrived here from Chagrts. She brings 171 passen-ger- s,

and California dates fo April 1. The steamer
Tennessee and Columbus has arrived at Panama with
385 passengers, and over one million and a half of
gold dust

The news from the mining districts are very favora-
ble. Rich veins are daily being discovered. The heavy
rains have enabled minors to wash the dust with great
facility. Gold from quartz rock has been procured
with better successs, but no machinery is suitable tor
the purpose.

A great many murders are reported as having oc-

curred in different parts of the country, the most cruel
of which is the murder of Captain Jarvis, of Texas.
The papers literally teem with fights, murders, and
robberies

The markets of San Francisco and other towns are
dull. The supplies of merchandise on hand are im-

mense.
The price of gold dust has advanced to $17 per

ounce.
Most of the Indian tribes have made peace with the'

inhabitants and the expeditions sent against them.
There continues some excitement in regard to the Leg-

islature refusing to repeal the foreign miners' tax.
A nothet despatch says this tax has been repealed.

The city of San Francisco is to be supplied with
water from a saloon four miles distant.

A difficulty occurred at San Francisco between the
collector of the port and the acting postmaster, rela-

tive to the mails ; the collector directed the surveyor
of the port to proceed to the post office and examine
the bag landing from the steamer Panama as they
were opened ; in attempting to discharge this duty he
was rudely repulsed by the post office officials ; noth-

ing was found to cause suspicion, but the affair has
caused great excitement.

Agriculture this year will be an important feature
in California, a large portion of the population hav-

ing turned their attention that way. It Congress
passes any law by which the farmer may know he
has good title to the land he improves, the State will
supply her consumption in a few years.

Politics are exciting attention, and the people are
marshaling for a contest. The Legislature is still in
session, but no further attempts have been made to
electa United States Senator; probably something
will be done this session.

The Legislature attaches the penalty of death for
grand larceny. The committee of the Legislature
have reported in favor of impeaching Judge Parsons.

Extensive preperation are making to rebuild Neva-
da. The richest mining section in California is sta-

ted to be in the neighborhood of Yuba and Feather
rivers.

By the burning of Nevada city the loss is estima-

ted at two hundred thousand dollars. '

New mines have been discovered in Lower Cali-
fornia.

About one thousand Sonorians have ruturned to
Buda and commenced rebuilding. The incendiaries
who set fire on the place were discovered, but escaped
unarrested.

The Lynch law has again been resorted to, but no
futher hanging.

The United States district court has decided in fa-

vor of suits for claims of lands at Sacramento.
The propeller Massachnsettss is going to Oregon

tor rifles ordered at Santa Fe via New Orleans.

Latest fkom Panama. By the Alabama, Panama
dates to the 3 1st of April have been received. Intel-

ligence had reached there that the British had raised
the blockade of ports at San Salvadorand Honduras.

Major Hobbie left Panama for California, under
satisfactory arrangements on the Isthmus for the mails
lo South America.

The Panama railroad is progressing rapidly, and
will be completed in a few months.

Mr. Peyton, the American Minister, has presented
to the Chilian government the treaty on the recipro-
city basis.

The ships Barstor, Surprise, Roscoe, Masonic,
from New Orleans, General Wool, from Baltimore,
Stoncasset. Florida, Josiah Quincy; Nevada, and
Courier, from Boston, have arrived at San Francisco.-Th- e

United States ship Vincennes was at Panama.
The St. Mary's and Baritan were expected . The
Marion was at Hong Kong, and the Vandalia at
Honolulu.

The Lind Concert Arrest if the Nightingale.
Philadelphia, Mav 4 8 P. M. The net receipts

of Jenny Lind's concert last night, at the Chinese
Museum, are estimated at $6,000. She leaves to-

morrow morning for New York. Yesterday the fair
songstress found herself in rather an uncomfortable
situation. Quinlan, lessee of Chesnut street theatre,
brought a suit against Mr. Barnum for alleged breach
of contract relative to giving the Lind concerts in his
theatre. Jenny was summoned as a witness before
Thos. D. Smith, who acted as a commissioner in the
case. A subpoena was issued against her, and she
was brought to the court room in her carriage by the
sheriff. She was evidently very much agitated and
annoyed, ln her evidence, in reply to a question of
Quintan's counsel, she slated that she received from
Mr. Barnum $1,000 out of every $6,000, gross re-

ceipts, as her share of the profits.

There is a hotel in Springfield that only charges
half price for lovers ; and yet the proprieter says he
makes more money out of this class of baarders than
any other people about the house. Let a youth, he
says, set up with a yellow spencer and blue eyes on
Sunday night, and he will feel so heavenly that he
wont go down to pork and beans again till the latter
part of the week.

In Sampson county, on the 22d ult., Mrs. Mahnla Vail,
wife of E.Iward Vail, aged 42 years, leaving a husband,
and five promising children to mourn her melancholy
and deeply regretted fate.

THE MARKETS.
T

Petersbcwo, May 5. Tobacco' Primings $ I J a 2

Frosted Lugs fj a $3$ : Shipping Leaf 7j a 12 ; Man-

ufacturing 12 a $16$. Cotton We hear of no rales,
and quote as heretofore at 10 a 10c. Corn Opera-

tions in this article are very small. We quote prime
parcels at B5c. Wheat Receipts very lighL No rales,
except for shipment. Red Wheat 70 a 75.; While 75 a
80c.; Common to Middling 50 a 70c. Flour No sales
except by retail. Superfine 5 ; Family 7. Peat
Black Eye and Cow Peas 65c. Beans Very scarce

Navy Beans 112 a 115c. Lard Virginia Lard, in

kegs, rtc Bacon Virginia, hog round, 10 a lOrv
Hams, lie;-Wester- n Shoulders, Si a 8c ; Sides 9$ a Jc,

Baltimork, May 3. Sales of 1,200 bblB. Howard
Street Flour at 4 37. Sales of 1.000 bids. City
Mills at 4 50. Nothing in Wneat. Mmall sales white
and yellow Corn at 60 a 61 eta. Sales of Oats at 40 a
42 rts. Whiskey unchanced.

Nsw Yohk. May 3. IT. 8. Sixes were selling at
117f. VliM firmer, with sales of Southern brands at
$4 6S a Pi 87. Red Wheat was selling at 100 a 101

cents, and Geiiessee white at 114 cents per bushel.
Cotton was firm at 10$ cents for middling Uplands.

WiLMiKOTOir, May 6. Turpentine 200 I!. sW
Turpentine were sold at $2 25 per bbls. for Dip and
5iJl.SU per fafafa for hard, 161 bhla. Virgin Dip ww sold
at $3,05 per bid. Tar no nale to report. Rosin we
hear of no sales of either quality. Boom and Corn '
supply good at present. SaU 5acks Salt, were sold
at 80 cte. per sack. Since making up our report. w

bear of one Raft of Timber 1 ing at $,76 per M.

Fatpttevillk, May 8. 1851. Bacon, H a lltM
lb. Beeswax. 20 a 22$c per lb, .Cotton 8 a c pr 1bv

Jom 92 a-- 85 pet bushel FW 4 7 a f
biLQate t 55 fcer bushffe WWijr 4$C,

per gallon. i I &i m?m


